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Cross-linguistically, it has been argued for a large number of adverbial clauses that they
should be derived through strategies of clause relativization, cf. Geis (1970), Larson (1987,
1990), Demirdache & Uribe-Etxebarria (2004) and Haegeman (2009) for temporal clauses,
Bhatt & Pancheva (2006) and Arsenijevi¢ (2009) for conditional clauses, Sanfelici &
Rodeghiero (to appear) for causal clauses, and Arsenijevi¢ (2021) for five distinct types of
adverbial clauses in English and Serbo-Croatian.

In this talk, | provide an overview over different patterns showing how adverbial clauses
emerge cross-linguistically, discuss their conditions of emergence, and show that their
diachrony cannot be treated in a unified way. Based on the diachronic heterogeneity, | will
then discuss cross-linguistic data showing that i) not all types of adverbial clauses involve a
relativization strategy, ii) the operator movement analysis cannot account for the variation of
adverbial clauses, and iii) the adjoin position of a particular adverbial clause is not sensitive
to the relation between the proposition in the subordinate clause and the modified head.
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