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In this paper, I examine adverbial clauses headed by embora ‘although’ in modern European 
Portuguese (= EP). Although the conditions which led to the emergence of embora have been 
investigated in diachronic studies (cf. de Lima 1997, de Araújo 2013), its variation in EP has 
not been addressed; in addition, the question has not been addressed as to why embora-clauses 
obligatorily require the subjunctive mood: 
 

(1) Embora esteja/*está a chover, o dia está agradável. 
 although be.3SG.SUBJ/be.3SG.IND at rain the day be.3SG.IND pleasant 
 ‘Although it is raining, the day is pleasant.’ (Marques 2010: 136, ex. 6; slightly modified by author) 

 

The main objectives of this paper are twofold. Firstly, I provide empirical evidence showing 
that embora-clauses can never be analyzed as central adverbial clauses in the typology 
advocated in recent work by Schönenberger & Haegeman (2023) and Frey (2020, 2023a, b). 
Instead, they should be analyzed either as peripheral or as disintegrated adverbial clauses, 
attaching in either case above TP. Evidence for this claim comes from: i) variable binding, 
ii) negation scope, and iii) root phenomena. Based on their high base-generation positions, I 
show that the subjunctive mood is still used in embora-clauses because they do not involve 
commitment to the truth of the embedded proposition due to the incomplete grammaticalization 
process embora undergoes. Secondly, using the distinct layers of assertive clauses proposed by 
Krifka (2023), I show that embora-clauses differ in the kind of modifiers they can host; for 
instance, whereas disintegrated adverbial embora-clauses can host speech act modifiers like 
falando sinceramente [‘frankly (speaking)’], peripheral adverbial embora-clauses cannot. In 
general, examining both issues contributes to a more detailed typology of adverbial clauses in 
EP (cf. Lobo 2003, 2013).  
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