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Adverbial clauses and subordinate dependency relationships

➢ funding institution: German Science Foundation (DFG)

➢ project format: scientific network 

➢ funding period: 11/2011 – 10/2024  (extension: 04/2026)

➢ number of conferences: 6

 Cologne x1 (May 2022), Tübingen x1 (January 2023), Göttingen x1 (October 2023),   

Berlin x2 (April 2024 & March 2026), Hamburg x1 (October 2025) 

DFG-Network: overview



Adverbial clauses and subordinate dependency relationships

➢ meeting #1: Adverbial clauses between subordination and coordination (Cologne)

➢ meeting #2: Diachrony and development of adverbial clauses (Tübingen)

➢ meeting #3: Variation of adverbial clauses (Göttingen)

➢ meeting #4: Adverbial clauses as argument clauses (Berlin)

➢ meeting #5: Adverbial clauses as relative clauses (Hamburg)

➢ meeting #6: Tell me something new about adverbial clauses (Berlin)

DFG-Network: overview
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➢ meeting #1: Adverbial clauses between subordination and coordination (Cologne)

DFG-Network: overview

May 2022
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➢ meeting #1: Adverbial clauses between subordination and coordination (Cologne)

DFG-Network: overview

General conclusion: Adverbial clauses do not form a uniform class, either semantically or

syntactically, nor from a synchronic or a diachronic perspective. In general, they constitute a 

set of clauses that lie on a continuum between subordination and coordination.
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➢ meeting #2: Diachrony and development of adverbial clauses (Tübingen)

DFG-Network: overview

January 2023
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➢ meeting #2: Diachrony and development of adverbial clauses (Tübingen)

DFG-Network: overview

General conclusion: Adverbial clauses often emerge through a grammaticalization 

and/or reanalysis process. Regardless of the diachronic scenario, they appear to have 

the need to signal a subordinate dependency relationship syntactically, either through a 

declarative complementizer (cf. e.g. German zumal dass) or through a relativizer 

(cf. e.g. Guinea-Bissau Kriol embora ke). It is not clear under what circumstances a 

declarative complementizer and under what circumstances a relativizer is recruited.  

Adverbial clauses often arise through processes of grammaticalization and/or reanalysis. Regardless of the diachronic pathway, they typically require a syntactic marker of subordinate dependency, either in the form of a declarative complementizer (cf., e.g., German zumal dass) or a relativizer (cf., e.g., Kriol embora que). The factors determining whether a declarative complementizer or a relativizer is recruited remain unclear.



Adverbial clauses and subordinate dependency relationships

➢ meeting #3: Variation of adverbial clauses (Göttingen)

DFG-Network: overview

October 2023
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➢ meeting #3: Variation of adverbial clauses (Göttingen)

DFG-Network: overview

General conclusion: The interaction of multiple interfaces gives rise to increasing variation:

[a]: level of embedding: central vs. peripheral vs. non-integrated

[b]: linear order:  in front of the matrix clause vs. after the matrix clause

[c]: level of interpretation: content vs. epistemic vs. speech act

[d]: lexical restrictions: at-issue vs. non-at-issue content

[e]: prosody:   prosodic break vs. no prosodic break 
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➢ meeting #4: Adverbial clauses as argument clauses (Berlin)

DFG-Network: overview

April 2024



Adverbial clauses and subordinate dependency relationships

➢ meeting #4: Adverbial clauses as argument clauses (Berlin)

DFG-Network: overview

General conclusion: A restricted class of adverbial clauses can occupy the argument position 

of a clause-embedding predicate (e.g., conditionals, temporals, and hypothetical 

comparatives). However, the licensing conditions for these clauses remain unclear, raising the 

question of whether they truly occupy an argument position or instead modify a (silent) DP 

within the matrix clause.
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➢ meeting #5: Adverbial clauses as relative clauses. Old questions, new answers 

(Hamburg)

DFG-Network: overview

October 2025
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➢ meeting #5: Adverbial clauses as relative clauses. Old questions, new answers 

(Hamburg)

DFG-Network: overview

General conclusion: There is no

empirical evidence that all types of

adverbial clauses should be analyzed

as relative clauses. However, some

adverbial clauses are diachronically

derived from relative clauses.
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➢ meeting #6: Tell me something new about adverbial clauses (Berlin)

DFG-Network: overview

General conclusion:

?



Adverbial clauses and subordinate dependency relationships

➢ number of workshops: 5

 a) Cologne, April 2022: On the Syntax of Adverbial Clauses in Insular Scandinavian and 

    Övdalian (together with Ásgrímur Angantýsson)

 b) Göttingen, October 2023: Adverbial Clauses in Creole and Pidgin Languages

 c) Berlin, April 2024: Mood Alternation in Adverbial Clauses 

  (together with Andreas Pankau)

 d) Hamburg 2024: Verb-first Adverbial Clauses. A Cross-linguistic Perspective

  (together with Werner Frey)

 e) Potsdam 2026: Adverbial Clauses and Prosody (together with Jan Fließbach)

DFG-Network: overview



Adverbial clauses and subordinate dependency relationships

➢ the project consists of 19 regular network members, 27 associate network members, 

and 12 invited speakers/guests: 

– Caponigro: Mesoamerican

– Larson: Austronesian

– Polinsky: Caucasian

– Safir: African

DFG-Network: overview
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DFG-Network: output

➢ special issue in Linguistics Vanguard: ‘Causal clauses and their 

diachronic suitability for processes of language change’ ed. by 

Łukasz Jędrzejowski & Constanze Fleczoreck, open access

(5 papers are published, 3 papers are currently in typesetting)

➢ collection ‘On the syntax of adverbial clauses in Scandinavian. 

A comparative perspective’ ed. by Łukasz Jędrzejowski & 

Ásgrímur Angantýsson, book series: Open Germanic 

Linguistics, Berlin: LSP (expected to appear in June/July 2026)   

➢ collection ‘On the diachrony of adverbial clauses’ ed. by Łukasz 

Jędrzejowski, book series: Brill’s Studies in Historical Linguistics, 

Leiden/Berlin: Brill (expected to appear in October 2026)   



Adverbial clauses and subordinate dependency relationships

[1] Organizational matters

[2] DFG-Network: Adverbial clauses and subordinate dependency relationships

[3] Conference Adverbial Clauses: New Horizons

[4] Concluding remarks and future plans

Roadmap



Adverbial clauses and subordinate dependency relationships

Conference schedule



Adverbial clauses and subordinate dependency relationships

Conference schedule



Adverbial clauses and subordinate dependency relationships

Conference schedule



Adverbial clauses and subordinate dependency relationships

Conference schedule



Adverbial clauses and subordinate dependency relationships

Conference schedule



Adverbial clauses and subordinate dependency relationships

[1] Organizational matters

[2] DFG-Network: Adverbial clauses and subordinate dependency relationships

[3] Conference Adverbial Clauses: New Horizons

[4] Concluding remarks and future plans

Roadmap


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28

